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Genesis 3:1-21

1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, "Indeed, has God said, 'You shall not eat from any tree of the garden'?" 2 The woman said to the serpent, "From the fruit of the trees of the garden we may eat; 3 but from the fruit of the tree which is in the middle of the garden, God has said, 'You shall not eat from it or touch it, or you will die."' 4 The serpent said to the woman, "You surely will not die! 5 "For God knows that in the day you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." 6 When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make one wise, she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her husband with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loin coverings. 8 They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 Then the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, "Where are you?" 10 He said, "I heard the sound of You in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid myself." 11 And He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?" 12 The man said, "The woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave me from the tree, and I ate." 13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, "What is this you have done?" And the woman said, "The serpent deceived me, and I ate." 14 The LORD God said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, Cursed are you more than all cattle, And more than every beast of the field; On your belly you will go, And dust you will eat All the days of your life; 15 And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, And you shall bruise him on the heel." 16 To the woman He said, "I will greatly multiply Your pain in childbirth, In pain you will bring forth children; Yet your desire will be for your husband, And he will rule over you." 17 Then to Adam He said, "Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree about which I commanded you, saying, 'You shall not eat from it'; Cursed is the ground because of you; In toil you will eat of it All the days of your life. 18 "Both thorns and thistles it shall grow for you; And you will eat the plants of the field; 19 By the sweat of your face You will eat bread, Till you return to the ground, Because from it you were taken; For you are dust, And to dust you shall return." 20 Now the man called his wife's name Eve, because she was the mother of all the living. 21 The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife, and clothed them.

IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
In the middle of the Garden of Eden, God has set the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  “Do not eat of that tree,” said the Lord, “for in the day that you eat of it, you will surely die.”

That’s back in chapter 2 of Genesis.  In six days, God had created all things.  When before there was no matter, no Earth, no atmosphere, no outer space, no living plants, no animals, now, it was all in place, created by the Word out of the mouth of the Lord.  And, Scripture says, It was good; it was very good.

This is where we find out what “good” is.  God created light, and Scripture declares, “It was good.”  God created the Earth, he created the land and the seas, and Scripture says, “It was good.”  God created the plants, the trees, the animals: “It was good.”  And then, as the final creation, the creation crowning all, God created Man and Woman, and, looking at Man and Woman and all that he created for their blessing and benefit, looking at the plants and fruit to eat, the animals to take care of, the skies and planets to look at and enjoy—looking at all this created for the benefit of Man and Woman, God didn’t say it was good—he declares that it was “very good, exceedingly good”  (Genesis 1:31).

What does it mean, to be good?  

There is as yet no idea of evil in creation.  Good is not just the opposite of evil.  Good stands on its own.  Good is everything that God created for the benefit of Man and Woman.  Good—that’s all these things created to contribute to life and bring forth procreation of plants and trees, animals and organisms, all according to their kind, according to their created species.  Good is all this stuff of creation supporting, benefitting, and extolling life.

Exceedingly good, very good—that is Man and Woman, standing in the midst of creation as the Image of God, receiving it all from him by way of gift, rejoicing in all the things created for their benefit, giving thanks to God, extolling his great kindness and great works, enjoying all these things of health and life.  

But there is no evil.  Not in creation, not in Man and Woman, not in anything they see or experience.  No evil, no fear of evil, no knowledge of evil; everything is good, and living, and life-giving.


We think of good and evil as if they are two options, as a matter of free choice.  Choose good, or choose evil, it’s a matter of your choice, a matter of free will.

But we see nothing of that in creation.  We weren’t created with free will—that’s a concept we came up with later, a way to try to explain and excuse our sin, our evil, as if it were just a matter of the exercise of something we were created with.

Of all the ideas cooked-up by the demons, this idea of free will has to rank as the most devastating.

We weren’t created with free will.  We were created with the will of God, with his Image.  We were created with the will to rejoice in his gift of life, to freely receive his gifts of creation from him, the will to support life and give thanks for it, to freely extol life and to always look to the Creator with confidence and joy.  We were created with a will that was good, every good.


But then, the tree: 

“From any tree of the garden you may eat freely”

said the Lord,

“but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you will surely die.”


[Genesis 2:17]

We ate of that tree.  Our parents, Adam and Eve, ate of it, and all their children share in that eating.  When we ate of that tree, we weren’t exercising free-will, we were sinning, we were leaving the will given to us, the will to receive all things from God by way of gift, and we were, then, exercising a will God did not give to us, the will to sin, the will to grab and grasp and take things as if they were ours by our sheer force of will.  We were exercising a will of evil.

There never was free-will.  That’s a deceit of the demons.  There was the will that is good, the will to freely receive gifts from God in the way that he gives them, and then there was what we came up with with the temptation and help of the demons, the will that is evil, the will to determine how we will demand our gifts according to our own choice and determination.

That is death.  


In the beginning, before our sin, we—our parents Adam and Eve, that is—did not know what evil was.  There was no evil, no sickness, no fear of death, no deceit—we were as ignorant and naive of evil as a goldfish swimming in a fish-bowl on the kitchen table would be ignorant and naive of being chased by a great white shark.

But then we took upon ourselves a will not given to us, we sinned, we ate of a tree not given to us to eat of, and we now have the knowledge of good and evil.  And that’s not good.  It’s death.


But the Lord is the God of life.  His will is to create and sustain life, to give blessing and benefit, to establish his image on Earth, to give gifts to Man and Woman.

So the Lord God, seeing our sin and our fellowship with Satan, comes into the Garden to again establish us in his will.  

He speaks first to Adam and Eve, identifying the rebellion.  Genesis 3:8:

[Adam and Eve] heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 Then the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, "Where are you?" 10 He said, "I heard the sound of You in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid myself." 11 And He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?" 12 The man said, "The woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave me from the tree, and I ate." 13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, "What is this you have done?" And the woman said, "The serpent deceived me, and I ate." 

Then the Lord speaks to Satan who is in the form of the serpent:

The LORD God said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, Cursed are you more than all cattle, And more than every beast of the field; On your belly you will go, And dust you will eat All the days of your life; 15 And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, And you shall bruise him on the heel." 

This is the first speaking of the Gospel in Scripture.  It is the promise that from Eve’s seed, from her lineage, the Lord will provide the Savior.  This descendant of Eve’s will be struck by Satan as on the heel, but he will turn around and strike Satan on the head—a deathblow to the demon.

That’s the cross, where Jesus, the Son of Mary, but of the lineage of Eve, standing in for all the sons and daughters of Adam and Eve, is struck by Satan.

But the blow against Jesus is met with the resurrection—his Father on the third day raises him up from the dead.  But it is a deathblow against Satan and the demons.  For the only power the demons have over us, over the sons and daughter of Adam and Eve, is the power of sin and guilt and shame, and when Jesus puts that to death in his own body on the cross, the death which comes to Jesus is, in fact, the eternal condemnation of Satan and the demons.  Where sins are forgiven, where guilt is released, where shame is washed away, there the demons have no more power.


That is the will of God for good.  

God’s will is the cleansing of the sinner.  His will is for all the sons and daughters of Adam and Eve to be rescued from their will of enmity and evil, to be released from their fear of death, and to be brought back into his gifts of life.   

God’s will for the sinner, for you, for me, for our families, is the will he demonstrated and accomplished on the cross: the forgiveness of all sins.

His will is for the Body and Blood of the cross to rescue us from our enmity, and to reconcile us him, reestablishing us as his Image living in his will.  The tree of the knowledge of good and evil brought us into death.  The tree of the cross returns us back into life.  

This is God’s will, it is found in his Son, the descendant of Eve, and it is life for you and me and all sinners. 

IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
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